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Welcome to Our New Online Home
www.sfwater.com

Updates will be reported within our newsletter and on our website.
•
•
•
•

Replacement of deteriorating water mains (some in service
for nearly 80 years).
Installation of an additional iron removal filter system at Plant 1.
Upgrade of security systems at all wells and plant sites.
Painting our 1,000,000-gallon elevated water tank at Plant 1
to prevent corrosion and to maintain the special interior
coatings, which will prolong the life of the steel.

• Keep a pitcher of tap water in the refrigerator
instead of running the tap to fill one glass of cold
water.

In an effort to better serve our consumers
with information and timely news, the South
Farmingdale Water District is proud to launch its
new website at www.sfwater.com.

At a public meeting earlier this year, the District informed
consumers about the necessary improvements and their funding.
The five-year capital improvement requested from the Town of
Oyster Bay will have a minimal impact on taxes.

• Wash a full load of laundry. Not only will it conserve
water, but it will also cut your electric bill.
• Don’t run the water while you shave or brush your
teeth. You are using one gallon of water per minute,
most of which is wasted.

Now you can easily access the District’s site by
smartphone, tablet and desktop. The new site
features an upgraded “News” section that will be
updated regularly with the latest developments
throughout the District. Navigational
features also include information on “Billing,”
“Conservation” and “Resources.”

This summer, SFWD will issue a bond to fund capital improvements
to improve the infrastructure of our water system and maintain our
valuable community assets now and in the future.

Capital Improvements To
Begin During Fall 2014

• A faucet that leaks two tablespoons per minute
amounts to 15 gallons per day! Try to fix the leak
yourself. If you are unable to do so, call a plumber.

• Check your sprinkler heads. If they are leaking, fix
them or call your irrigation specialist.

• Check the short-term weather forecast. Periods of
cool, cloudy weather reduce the need to water.

The site will also provide information regarding
ordinances and public notices, and you may
continue to pay your bill online through our
easy-to-access payment system. The Board of Water Commissioners commented, “This newly revised website is a
powerful digital vehicle that will keep our community updated on our latest news and provide timely information.”

Close To A Settlement On
Water
Rehabilitation
Continues
Plant Tank
3 Treatment
Facility!
After complex and often grueling negotiations
with the U.S. Navy and Department of Defense
(D.O.D.), a settlement on the Plant 3 treatment
facility should be reached this summer. This means
there will be no tax implications or expenses passed
along to SFWD consumers.
The D.O.D. was held accountable for the initial contamination
and agreed in principle to provide full compensation for the cost of
cleanup, future operations, management and maintenance.
Plant 3, specifically built to deal with the Grumman plume
contamination threat to our aquifer, is designed architecturally to
blend in with the community’s residential character. The water that
reaches your home meets all quality standards.

• Limit the time you water your lawn. The average
lawn needs only 1 to 2 inches of water per week.

Water Conservation Tips

Produced by Progressive Marketing Group, Inc.
www.pmgstrategic.com
Leonard Constantinopoli - Business Manager
Charles Prucha - Superintendent
Ralph Atoria - Chairman
John Hirt - Treasurer
Gary Brosnan- Secretary

Water

Board of Water Commissioners

South Farmingdale Water District
40 Langdon Rd., P.O. Box 3319
Farmingdale, NY 11735
(516) 249-3330
www.sfwater.com
PERMIT No.
PERMIT
No.125
125

Farmingdale, NY
FARMINGDALE,
NY

PAID

Presorted
Presorted
Standard
Mail
First
Class Mail
U.S.POSTAGE
U.S. POSTAGE
11769 SFWD Spring 2016.indd 2-3

Treatment

T

he rehabilitation of the elevated water
tank at Plant No. 1 (Langdon Road) began
last spring and is well underway. This
massive 140 foot structure has not been
painted for over 20 years, and although it was
showing its age, it’s important to note that the
structural integrity of the tank is completely intact.
Currently, phase II of the rehabilitative process
includes sandblasting, stripping and adding primer
coats to both the inside and outside of the tank.
Lead-free
and for
copper-free
paint
is being used
Visit our website
further updates
at www.sfwater.com.

Facility at

throughout
Plant 3the
on entire process and SFWD is the first
District on Long Island to utilize a new high-tech
Hicksville
coating system, which should last up to 20 years!
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A Message from Superintendent Francis Koch, P.E.

Lead and Copper? Not Here!

Summer is almost here and for most of us, our green thumbs are put to work to attend to our gardens,
lawns and landscapes. While it’s a fun time for all, the District asks our consumers to be mindful of the
Nassau County ordinances that are put in place to help conserve our most precious natural resource.
Please remember, lawn watering is prohibited between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Also, odd numbered homes
can water on odd numbered days and even numbered homes can water on even numbered days.

SFWD Delivers High Quality Water on Tap
With the water supply crisis in Flint, Michigan so prominently in the news, the SFWD Board of Water
Commissioners want to assure residents that the aquifer SFWD draws from starts out lead-free. Every 3 years,
the District conducts a lead and copper test in the homes of around 30 residents, and the results have never
exceeded the 90th percentile.
Our local community was built in the
1950s and 1960s, and up until 1986
plumbers used lead services. As a
safeguard measurement, those old
pipes and fixtures should be replaced.
To neutralize corrosiveness, sodium
hydroxide is added right at the District’s
wells and the pH is raised to the
mandated level, meaning your tap is
consistently delivering high quality water.

It’s important to continually update our consumers on the Grumman
Plume. While we have not been impacted yet, our responsibility to
consumers is to maintain a seamless delivery of high quality water that
meets all Federal, State and Local standards. To address the impending
contamination threat, we proactively constructed water filtration
facilities at Plant No. 1 and Plant No. 3. Both facilities are ready to meet
the challenge, and are fully operational and currently online.

How Water Is Delivered to a Customer

Main Line
Control
Valve

Well Head

Fire
Hydrant

Curb Box
Meter Vault &
Service Line

Distribution Water Main

As most consumers are aware, water usage
increases during the warmer months, but
the actual numbers may surprise you.

Water Meter Upgrade Continues

2015: Pumped 1.84 billion gallons of water

The District’s water meter upgrade project is 60 percent
complete, with the remaining 40 percent to be finished by
the end of this year. Through cellular technology, water
meters can be read remotely, precisely and non-intrusively,
and allows SFWD personnel the ability to more accurately
record the water meter
readings of every household
and business within the
District.

During the four warmest months
(June, July, August, September),
51% of our water, (952 million
gallons), was pumped.

JUN

2015 Report Available Online

R
MA
FEB

JAN

SEP
OCT

DEC

Board of Water Commissioners
Ralph Atoria, Chairman
John Hirt, Treasurer
Gary Brosnan, Secretary

APR

MAY

JUL

AUG

V
NO

In accordance with Federal and State regulations, the South Farmingdale Water
District produces an Annual Water Quality Report. This in-depth report is filled with
important information regarding water quality, cost, sources, treatment and more.
In keeping with our goal to provide an uninterrupted water supply that meets all
Federal, State and Local drinking water standards, we encourage you to read this
year’s report online at www.sfwater.com/waterquality.
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August (highest month):
270 million gallons pumped
(3 times the amount pumped
in December).

AQUIFER

Annual Water Quality Report

South Farmingdale Water District
40 Langdon Road
Farmingdale, NY 11735
(516) 249-3330
www.sfwater.com

Plant No. 3

Home
• Faucet
• Shower/Tub
• Sprinkler System

Pump Station
• Filtration
• Chlorination

Residents can have their water tested by
a professional, and SFWD recommends
this action if you should have any
concerns.

2

It’s a beautiful start to a fun time of the year. Enjoy! - Frank Koch

Superintendent Francis Koch, P.E.
Holding
Tank

December (lowest month):
92 million gallons pumped.

Superintendent
Francis Koch, P.E.

Peak Day — July 29, 2015:
10.2 million gallons (more
than 3 times the amount of
a typical winter day) were
pumped.

Produced by Progressive Marketing Group, Inc.
www.pmgstrategic.com

As a comparison, on January
29, 2015, 3.1 million gallons
were pumped.

Business Manager
Leonard Constantinopoli

Number of
Residents: 44,700
Number of Service
Connections: 13,000

More Than Half of SFWD
Residents Have New Meters

If you have yet to have your
meter upgraded, you will
be receiving a letter from
SFWD about the program.
Saks Metering has been
contracted to administer this
program, and is continually
in your neighborhood.
Once notified, consumers
can make an appointment
by phone, email or online.
An adult must be home at the time of installation, which
should take no more than 20 to 30 minutes, and may
temporarily disrupt water service.
Security is a top priority for South Farmingdale Water
District, and authorized installers from Saks Metering will
have appropriate photo and badge identification, uniforms,
and car signage clearly indicating Contracted by South
Farmingdale Water District.
Thank you for your cooperation and patience.
Coming Soon: An APP that will allow you to follow and
track your own water usage. Information regarding the new
APP will be mailed to your home shortly.
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